




Advent is a season of the liturgical year observed as a time of ex-

pectant waiting and preparation for both the celebration of the 

Nativity of Christ at Christmas and the return of Christ at the 

Second Coming.
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The Christmas 2021 season is upon us! For many, decorating 

homes, shopping for gifts, planning gatherings, scheduling activi-

ties, coordinating with our families – most likely all done while 

tending to our jobs – starts even before the first of December. What 

you just read is a listing of many tasks to be accomplished, leading 

up to Christmas Day. Now, throw into the mix of such a timeline 

during Advent the additions of trial, tribulations, heartbreak, loss, 

fear, discouragement, illness and despair. Where is Christ in this?

 

Where can joy be found? Satan hopes that both are absent in your

 

lives, and never so much as in the time we celebrate the birth of 

Christ. Yes, so add Satan into the mix.

James knew that the Christian Jews – “the twelve tribes scattered
 

abroad” – had many needs to help them grow in their faith, so he 

started first with a direct encouragement to stand while facing ad-

versity:

“My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials, 

knowing that the testing of your faith produces patience. But let 

patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and com-

plete lacking nothing.” (James 1:2-4)

Finding Joy in the
Christmas Season

by Melissa Reynolds

JAMES 1:2-4



Count it all Joy.

 

And what is Joy? First – joy is from God. It is one 

of the fruits of the Holy Spirit (Galatians 5:22). Secondly, joy is a 

deep inner gladness regardless of the circumstances going on

 

around you. Joy comes from believing God, belonging to His king-

dom, and knowing Jesus as Lord. And this joy Satan wants to steal. 

As we celebrate the birth of our Savior Jesus every day and espe-

cially in the Advent season, choose in your hearts to defeat the 

many lies Satan will offer. For claiming joy is a personal choice.

Various trials. Well, don’t the cookies burn, or the child becomes

 

ill, or the tire on your car flattens, or a job is lost, or weather can-

cels a Christmas party….and the testing of your faith is at hand.

 

Stand firm, grasping the joy of the Lord, and discovering you are 

developing patience. In this process, as we grow every day in our

 

faith amidst turmoil, let us keep our focus on these things:

Jesus’ birth, where Joy is at the foundation of Christmas.

Jesus’ life – Prince of Peace – as He came to save sinners for eter-

nity. Jesus’ presence – focus on rejoicing in what He is doing in
 

and through us today.



But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and 

complete lacking nothing. What is the perfect work being done in

 

us with Joy at the beginning of the instruction? The perfect work is 

a mature Christian, rejoicing in our Lord and Savior, defeating the 

lies of Satan, choosing Joy with grateful hearts while baking anoth-

er batch of cookies, soothing the ill child and changing a flat tire.



In the Christmas season it can be hard for us to be content. Christ-

mas to many people is a time to receive gifts and to give gifts to
 others. Even Christians fall into this by being more excited for the 

gifts they could receive than the most important gift we have 

already received, which is Jesus Christ!

Jesus is all we need in all situations. Paul makes this clear in Phi-

lippians 4:11-13. Also, keep in mind that Paul is writing this letter 

from prison. It says “Not that I am speaking of being in need, for I 

have learned in whatever situation I am to be content. I know how 

to be brought low, and I know how to abound. In any and every 

circumstance, I have learned the secret of facing plenty and hunger,

 abundance and need. I can do all things through him who strength-

ens me.”

Also, maybe you are going through hard times this Christmas 

season and it is hard to find joy in your situation. Here is where

 you can find joy, in the fact that Jesus left Heaven and all of His 

glory to come into this dark and sinful world to save you! He has 

lived this life and He gave His life so that He could be in a close 

relationship with you! He is not far from you.

Joy in
Philippians
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He sees your struggles and He will give you the strength to get 

through whatever it is you are going through. He died to save you 

and yet He still lives! If He is powerful enough to defeat sin and 

death, He can give you the strength to overcome struggles of this 

world. Trust in His power to save! Rejoice in His love for you!

 

Rejoice!



How do you define joy? I was recently reading an article by John 

Piper, who reminded me that words do not have “intrinsic defini-

tions, they are given definitions based on the way people use 

them.” He went on to give his definition of joy - “Christian joy is a 

good feeling in the soul, produced by the Holy Spirit, as he causes 

us to see the beauty of Christ in the word and in the world.”

Piper’s definition made me stop and think for a moment; if the 

Holy Spirit produces joy in the soul of a believer, do I reflect the 

Holy Spirit’s working in my life? Do I see the beauty of Christ in 

the word and in the world? Those are questions for all of us, not

 

just during Advent as we prepare to celebrate the birth of our

 

Savior, but everyday. Do we allow the Holy Spirit to work in our 

hearts so that we see the beauty of Christ in the word and in the 

world around us? If so, then we know the words of the Psalmist in

 

Psalm 16:11 to be true, “You make known to me the path of life; in 

your presence there is fullness of joy; at your right hand are plea-

sures forevermore.”

My  family has been watching a new television series, “The 

Chosen” which depicts the life and ministry of Jesus and his disci-

Fullness
of Joy
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ples as told by the four gospels in the New Testament. While the 

series is an artistic interpretation of scripture, the creators have 

been intentional to be as accurate to scripture as possible. As we 

have watched each of the disciples follow Jesus in the first two 

seasons, I keep thinking back to Psalm 16:11 and saying, “Jesus IS

 

the path to life and being in His presence IS the fullness of joy.” 

Jesus caused His disciples to see the beauty in the word and in the 

world because he was the Word in the world. God sent him to earth

 

as a baby, to become a man and die on a cruel cross so that we can

 

be in his presence and experience the fullness of joy for all of eter-

nity! I can’t help but think of Mary, Joseph, and the shepherds who 

gathered around the lowly manger that night and for the first time,
 

experienced the fullness of joy because they were in the presence 

of Jesus, the promised Messiah.

In this season of Advent, let’s allow the Holy Spirit to work in us 

so that we see the beauty of Christ in the word and in the world as 

we experience His presence and the fullness of joy!

Questions for Reflection

1. In what ways does your life reflect the presence of the Holy 

Spirit?



2. What do you need to start, stop, or adjust in your life so that you 

can experience fullness of joy?

Go and Do

1. Beauty in the World - Go outside and enjoy a walk in the woods, 

a falling snow, a sunrise/sunset, observe a caterpillar, stargaze, pick

 

some wild flowers.

2. Beauty in the Word - Choose a passage of scripture to read and 

memorize that reminds you to experience the fullness of joy made 

available by Christ’s presence.



Though the Christmas season for many can be lonely, there is 

always a reason to rejoice!

Mary and Joseph must have faced great dismay finding no room in 

Bethlehem to bring forth their son. There was no grand fanfare

 

awaiting them. God had been purged from the hearts and minds of 

most people. Rulers were not willing to step down, nor were palace 

gates opened to welcome Him.

There was no room for Him in the Inn. There was no room for Him

 

anywhere.

When my heart is heavy and my own struggles find me lacking in

 

the appropriate Christmas spirit, I remember God's love for me that 

placed Him in the most filthy, and humiliating, settings. The most 

Holy God of eternity, whom Moses could not even set his eyes 

upon and live, loved us so much he placed His son in a lowly 

manger.

An angel appeared to the Shepherds at night terrifying them, yet 

telling them not to be afraid, and bringing good news of great joy - 

Immanuel,
God with Us!
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for all people. He did not come to be King of Kings. He came to be 

accessible, for Shepards living in the fields. For you, and for me.

What a very lonely night. Not something my mind typically con-

jures up viewing store bought manger scenes, with their bright

 

lights and colors. He was given in a place no one cared about; a 

place no one would keep Him out. A place no one noticed.

Yet the Shepherds went to find Him, and shared with Mary and 

Joseph the angelic vision and sign to the world. What joy they

 

must have experienced, all the while glorifying and praising God!

When I am tempted to cry out how unfair life can be, God points 

me to the manger. When my heart breaks for the loss we see in our 

sin filled world, God reminds me He is near. The truth is, Jesus 

born in a manger means we are no longer alone.

This is the reason we rejoice: Jesus, the only one worthy of our

 

adoration and worship.

Paul provides final instructions to exhort and comfort the Thessalo-

nian believers in 1 Thessalonians 5. God wants us to be ready 

when he returns again. And just as the Thessalonians were asked,
 

we are also to rejoice, pray constantly, and thank God for every-

thing.



"The more we pray, the more we rejoice. Prayer gives a channel to

 

the pent-up sorrows of the soul; they flow away, and in their place 

streams of sacred delight pour into the heart." Charles Spurgeon

Lord, let your desire to meet me in the lowliest of places lift my 

heart, mind, and soul to you in prayer and worship, so my loneliest 

of days are filled with joy.



As I sit here and write this devotion it's 98 degrees in July. If you 

are reading this it’s probably December you’re all bundled up 

trying to stay warm. Christmas is coming and Joy is in the air as 

some would say. Christmas is such a special time, it seems people 

are more loving, caring and giving.

Did you know this joy I am talking about is not based on a holiday, 

season, or really any circumstance? We call those emotions. The 

joy we are talking about is a gift from God to those who trust in 

Christ!

Luke 2:10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring 

you good news that will cause great Joy for all the people”. (This is 

the Joy we are talking about)

Both of my parents died last year six months apart. Even though I 

went through a time of sadness I still had Joy in my heart. I know 

other believers can give testimony to experiencing the same thing.

When I first became a believer I heard about using the acrostic 

J.O.Y.

J.O.Y

by Andy Coon
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Jesus first, others second and yourself last.This is a good way to

 

live but I’m going to use it in a little different way.

First lets start with the letter “J” (Jesus) he is the source of our Joy 

Gal. 5:22-23 but the fruit of the spirit is love, joy, peace, forbear-

ance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. 

Against such things there is no law...

Jesus doesn’t give us these things he is everyone of these in the 

person of Christ who is in each and every believer. Notice it 

doesn’t say fruits it says fruit, Jesus is our Joy! Emotions are tem-

poral but joy is eternal just like Him. Without the fruit (Jesus) there

 

is no joy.

Let’s look at the letter “O” (Others). This eternal joy that we have 

through Jesus can radiate to others so the Lord can use it to bring 

others to himself. The joy we have through Jesus can be conta-

gious. Example; when you go through sad times but people still see 

that joy that radiates through your emotions. This joy that we have 

helps us to put people above ourselves.

Then there is the letter “Y” (Yourself). When we have this joy we 

put Jesus first, others second and ourselves last. No one can take 

this joy away, but if we are not careful it can be buried or hidden in
 

our life by disobedience (sin) against the Lord.



Satan can never steal our salvation but falling to sin can disrupt our

 

relation with Jesus and that will take your joy away so to speak. 

We started out with the verse John 15:11 but the preceding verse

 

says it like this. 10. If you keep my commands, you will remain in

 

my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commands and remain in

 

his love, 11. I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and 

that your joy may be complete.

The only way to know and have this “Joy” is to know him! Be obe-

dient to His commands so your joy will be complete and unhin-

dered!



Clay is hard and dense. It’s tendency to become waterlogged at

 

times and bone dry and dusty at other times makes clay a very dif-

ficult medium in which to grow almost anything. Those that have 

tried gardening in it are familiar with the challenges.

When my family and I first moved into the area we found that our

 

yard was all clay with some sand mixed in seemingly for the fun of

 

it. Nothing was growing! This was not encouraging for a couple 

that enjoys gardening. We did soon discover, however, that there 

were several muscadine grape vines growing all around the edges 

of our property.

I was not familiar with this plant, but we found a cultivated variety

 

at the local greenhouse and decided to embrace what seemed to be 

natural for our yard and try to grow a vine as one of the first plants 

in our garden. The planting was difficult; oh the clay! Growth was

 

slow at first. But then the vine seemed to finally catch on.

After the first full year of growth I was delighted to see several 

beautiful large muscadines ripening on the young vine. The first 

fruits of our gardening efforts in a place that challenged what-

Joy in
Jesus Christ

by Richard Keller
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we thought we knew about gardening. I was thrilled! The fruit was

gorgeous and tasty. Simple pleasure! Simple joy! This time of year,

 

the vines are dormant and show little sign of life. But Lord willing,

 

we will see renewed growth in the spring and much more fruit to

 

come.

More than 700 years before Mary was visited and given the news 

that she would be the mother of the Messiah, the prophet Isaiah 

foretold many things about the Appointed One. About 30 years 

after Mary received her news, the son she bore shared a passage 

from Isaiah in his hometown synagogue announcing that He, Jesus 

of Nazareth, was the one appointed by God to bring salvation to

 

the world.

The 700 years between prophecy and fulfillment was a hard period 

of history full of sin, strife, and silence. The sin of the people 

brought about strife and silence from God as He waited to send His 

Word in flesh — Jesus the Messiah. The sin of God’s people would 

finally be dealt with once and for all eternity taking hard, clay-like 

hearts and recreating them into vessels with capacity to love and 

rejoice properly.

Springing up out of a long desolate winter, Jesus the Christ came 

as the first beautiful larger than life fruit of an eternal kingdom, an 

eternal peaceful and fruitful garden.



The prophet saw forward to that day with absolute confidence in

 

the Lord and his provision to save and Isaiah rose up with joy and 

exultation knowing that the first fruit would lead to an abundance 

of righteousness and true worship of God.

Seeing and tasting those first muscadine grapes brought satisfac-

tion and joy to my heart. Those feelings don’t come anywhere

 

close to the satisfaction and joy that I have found in Jesus the one

 

born to bring salvation for me a sinner.

Know Jesus, rise up and rejoice in Him! Exalt in the God who

 

saves!



“It’s

 

The Most Wonderful Time of the Year” … but maybe not to

 

you. Perhaps this is your first year celebrating Christmas without a 

loved one (or the 20th but still feels just like the first). Maybe

 

Christmas brings up all kinds of difficult memories? Do you look 

across the street and see your lost neighbor celebrating and won-

dering why he seems to have so much more Christmas Spirit than

 

you … the Christ worshiper? Is this joy-filled time joy-less?

20 Truly, truly, I say to you, you will weep and lament, but the 

world will rejoice. You will be sorrowful, but your sorrow will turn 

into joy.

Jesus here is spending precious time with his disciples just prior to 

being arrested, tried, & crucified. He’s seeking to prepare them for 

what’s to come. How amazing his love is that he’s concerned with 

what they will go through. He first tells them that he will shortly 

no longer be with them; then return to them, then return to the 

Father; that they will go through a time of great weeping (while the 

world rejoices), but their “sorrow will turn to joy.” How confusing 

and scary for them and so lovingly He walks them through how to
 

have triumphant joy.

Joy Overcoming
Sorrow!

by Ryan Kidd
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This Christmas season … if you are fighting for joy speak/-

know/marinate on these six truths from John 6:16-24:

1. He cares for you (vs. 16-24). It may not feel like it … don’t be-

lieve the Liar … He loves you and will see you through.

2. He is with you (vs 16-24). You may feel alone, abandoned, out-

cast … don’t believe the Accuser … He Will never leave you nor

 

forsake you.

3. He makes good from evil (vs. 20-24). Know that while you may 

question this pain, why this struggle, this difficulty … take heart 

and don’t question that Jesus always brings good. Don’t believe the 

Blasphemer. He will make “everything sad come untrue” – Gan-

dalf (Tolkien) & as Keller adds “it will somehow be greater for 

having once been broken and lost."

4. His ultimate purpose will make it all worth it (vs. 22-24). This 

sorrow will not last forever. You may go through ups and downs …

 

times of tasting the victory and triumph & times of just having to

 

believe it … but there will come a time when joy will be complete, 

sorrow will be forever defeated and a memory no more. Don’t be-

lieve the Prince of Darkness.



5. His joy will be yours (vs. 22-24). Everlasting joy has been se-

cured through Christ. Jesus through the cross & the empty tomb 

not only defeated, sin, death, & the grave … but sorrow. Don’t

 

believe the Doubter. Everlasting Joy has been promised, complet-

ed, & inherited.

6. He wants us to ask (vs. 23-24). Just ask … as the perfect Father 

He loves to meet the needs of His kids. Ask for His joy to be made 

whole, realized, & full in you. Don’t believe the Defeated Foe. Our

 

Heavenly Father loves to give generously.

This Christmas season may His joy be yours –made fresh, new, and 

full!



Our culture and language have cheapened the word “hope.” I don’t 

mean that they have made hope itself any less of a good thing, but

 

the meaning of the word as we often use it today is not what it once 

was.

When we hope for something today, we wish for it. The child

 

hopes that she gets everything on her Christmas wishlist. The up-

coming businessman wishes that he gets a raise at his job, and so

 

he holds onto some kind of vague hope that it might happen. We 

spend so much of our emotional capacity wishing our lives away 

for cheap thrills that never last. The word wish even sounds like 

it’s a quick vapor, dissipating before we can snatch it into a magi-

cal lamp.

The Bible shows hope to be something far, far better than a wish. It 

gives the example of Abraham, patriarch of God’s people, to ex-

plain that the hope we have is a certainty: “…Abraham, having 

patiently waited, obtained the promise.” You see, when God says
 

something, it is sure. It will happen. However, when He says some-

thing and then -

Hope
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makes an oath about it, there is a force behind the words that is 

utterly unshakable. His Word and His oath are “two unchangeable  
things.”

If you have accepted Christ and follow Him with everything that 

you are, you have been grafted into Abraham’s lineage, so this 

promise applies to you as well. Suddenly, Jesus’s command about
 not being anxious about anything begins to make sense. Paul’s 

knowledge of being content both in need and in plenty becomes
 attainable. Hope turns from a shallow wish into a “sure and stead-

fast anchor for the soul,” the absolute surety that we have been

 redeemed and will be with God when the narrative of this broken 

world is completed.

So, don’t lose sight of this hope. Always remember that you have a

 High Priest who is advocating to God on your behalf, and do not 

be afraid to act upon that hope. You are free to forsake the sin that 

once shackled you so that you can live to glorify Christ in every-

thing – whether you are a child on Christmas morning, a business-

man, or any other human in any other situation.



“I know the plans that I have for you, declares the LORD. They are
 

plans for peace and not disaster, plans to give you a future filled 

with hope.” Jeremiah 29:11

Picture a giant thermometer. With a touch screen. It measures hope
 “levels”. You want to cut the grass today and you Hope it doesn’t

 rain. Touch the thermometer screen and you’ll get a low level mea-

surement. This is no biggie…you could cut the grass tomorrow.
 Your grandson is pitching a ballgame and you Hope he does well. 

Touch the thermometer screen and the level goes up a bit because 

your heart is involved in this one.

The company your daughter is employed by is merging with anoth-

er company. Is her job in jeopardy? You Hope not. (That thermom-

eter level is rising when you touch it, isn’t it?)

You Hope your child can overcome a substance abuse addiction.

 Touch that screen again. Oh wait…you’re actually praying while 

reaching for that thermometer. This one is serious, a life or death

 situation. Your Hope level just jumped way up there. Your heart is 

reaching for God, not a thermometer.

Hope
Thermometer
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What would make the thermometer register at the very top? Hope 

for eternity in Heaven with my Savior makes my heart race! But

 

this is no longer an expectant Hope, it’s an assured Hope. That 

thermometer may explode if I touch it!

The Hope for a place in Heaven began with Mary being chosen to

 

give birth to Jesus. He was born of a virgin, lived and died and rose 

from death to give us Hope for our future with Him. The gospel 

story is so alive at Christmas. May you feel the peace only He can

 

give and know your future is secure in the HOPE He promises.



Christmas is easily my favorite time of the year.

 

The bright colored 

lights strung about. Piney smells of a fresh-cut tree wafting through 

the room. Precious family time spent by the fire sipping on yummy 

hot chocolate. Christmas carols playing in every store. Festive holi-

day gatherings. It is time for love, laughter, and happiness.

As much as I love Christmas, I also know that the season often

 

brings out unpleasant emotions. There is grief of loved ones lost 

and anxiety about how to handle difficult family dynamics during 

get-togethers. There is stress over the never-ending holiday

 

to-do-list.

We live in an imperfect world that so desperately needs hope. For

 

hope to exist, there must be hopelessness. To me, there is no great-

er hope than the story of Jesus’ birth. It reminds us that our Father 

God is the author of every good and perfect gift. He gave us the 

greatest gift of all by giving us His Son Jesus. God has reconciled

 

us to Himself through Jesus. Without Jesus there is not God. With-

out Jesus there is no hope.

The Gift
of Hope

by Laura Loy
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This Christmas, I would encourage you to remind yourself of the 

greatest story of God’s promises that were fulfilled through Jesus’

 

birth. Christmas is about God’s love for us.

“Come, thou long expected Jesus, born to set thy people free,

From our fears and sins release us, let us find our rest in thee.”

Dear Father, during this season, help me be hopeful that you are 

present in my life even when it feels that you are not. Fill me with 

joy and peace as I trust in you. Help me refocus my heart and 

remember the true reason for this season. May your spirit be with 

us as we share in Jesus’ blessed birth. Amen.

TRUTH FOR TODAY:

“For you, O Lord, are my hope, my trust, O Lord, from my youth.”

Psalm 71:5



The Apostle John has a way with words that can be so plain yet so

 

powerful. There are some things that I believe are deeply ingrained 

in humanity, one of which is the co-dwelling of God with man. We

 

catch a glimpse of this at the beginning in Genesis 3:8 when God

 

walked on earth in the presence of man. Unfortunately, that verse 

also ushers in a change in the Divine-Human relationship, one that 

sends humanity into darkness, longing to once again dwell in the 

presence of God.

Many millennia later there is a bright glimmer of hope among 

God’s chosen people of Israel. They were living in a state of bond-

age and darkness under the hand of Egypt. God stepped in and de-

livered them in a mighty display of His power. Imagine the hope 

rekindled as God frees His people and brings them together and 

declares, “Build me a sanctuary that I may look upon you” (Exo-

dus 25:8).

The Hebrew language conveys the idea that God did not simply 

want to look upon His people, rather He wanted to settle and live 

among them. The Tabernacle (tent, dwelling) that was built served
 

as a powerful reminder to Israel of the presence of God among - 

The Crowning Apex
of Our Hope

by Neil Seward
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them. However, much like before, this Divine dwelling among 

humanity would only be temporary. Within a generation, the signif-

icance of this Tabernacle would fade, and the presence of God 

would go with it.

It would be another millennium before hope would rekindle again. 

Expectation of deliverance was reborn as God’s people were once 

again living under the hand of a foreign power, the Romans. While 

many in Israel were looking for a deliver like that of Moses or a 

strong militaristic king-type, we find hope coming in a rather 

simple, humble state, born to a relatively normal woman whose 

greatest characteristic was her pious fidelity to God. And so, we 

arrive at the story of the hope of advent, not told according to

 

human events but according to the timelessness of eternity.

John establishes the identity of hope as the Word, co-existent, 

co-equal with, and identified as God. It is this Word that John pens 

in one of the single, greatest expressions of hope in John 1:14, the 

Word made flesh and dwelt among us. That word dwell means tab-

ernacle or tented. John is telling us that God literally came to pitch
 

His tent here in this world. The timeless and eternal God desires a
 

relationship with His creation so much that He stepped into this 

world that He might dwell with us. That was why He came, so that 

we would be able to live together unhindered.



When that mission was accomplished, He departed but not without 

a promise. He promised to dwell within the hearts of those who 

believe in Him, and that He would one day return.

While humanity’s greatest hope comes in John 1:14, its second 

greatest hope is found in Revelation 21:3. It is a time that is yet to

 

come, but a time highly anticipated. For, it is the climatic culmina-

tion of God’s great work in this world. No longer will God’s dwell-

ing with us be temporary as in the days of the Exodus, or in our

 

hearts as today; rather, it will be forever in the total presence of His 

glory.

 

That is the crowning apex of our hope. “Behold the Taberna-

cle of God is with men! And He will dwell with them” Revelation 

21:3



You know you should avoid hopelessness, but sometimes that feels 

impossible. Hopelessness sinks you into darkness, sadness and a 

feeling of being trapped with no escape in sight. You feel power-

less and unmotivated. You look down instead of up.

When something gets in your way or the unexpected happens, how 

do you react? The difference between hope and hopelessness could 

depend on how you respond to a situation.

Hope Sees Opportunities

Remember the story of Zacchaeus? He was the chief tax collector 

in his district of Israel, which meant he was rich. Zacchaeus was

 

also what Luke 19 describes as “small in stature,” otherwise known 

as short. He was unpopular and had a reputation for keeping some 

of the taxes he collected for himself. One day, Zacchaeus heard 

that a man named Jesus was passing through his town. Like any 

curious person, he wanted to see why people were pushing their 

way to see Him.

Where Our Hope
Truly Comes From

by Addison Meadows
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Hope Looks Up

The crowd made it impossible for Zacchaeus to see Jesus. What to

 

do? Looking up, he saw a sycamore tree. He climbed its branches 

until he was high enough to spot Jesus. This worked even better 

than he anticipated because Jesus spotted him too. “Zacchaeus, 

hurry and come down,” Jesus said to him.  “I must stay at your 

house today” (Luke 19:5). Zacchaeus climbed down and welcomed 

Jesus into his house without hesitation. When the townspeople saw

 

what happened, they accused Jesus of eating with a sinner and tried 

to shame both men.

Hope Changes Us

After talking to Jesus, Zacchaeus surprised the people saying, 

“Look, Lord! Here and now I give half of my possessions to the 

poor, and if I have cheated anybody out of anything, I will pay 

back four times the amount” (Luke 19:8). Zacchaeus changed that 

day. Money and riches were no longer what he put his hope in. His 

attitudes and the way Zacchaeus treated people changed too. His 

selfishness and dishonesty melted away. Zacchaeus found some-

thing that would never leave, never forsake. He found the love of 

Jesus. Instead of counting on himself or his job or how much he
 

had, Zacchaeus decided to start counting on Jesus.



During this Christmas season, my prayer is that we are able to see 

the opportunities God has given us to place our hope in Him, look 

past the fleeting excitement of this holiday season and look up to  
Jesus for the reminder of where our hope truly comes from, and 

that we allow the Spirit to work in us to bring about change in  
areas we lack putting our hope in Christ. Jesus gave up the splen-

dor of heaven to enter into our human condition, but then He 

returned to the glory He had known before at the right hand of the 

Father. If we believe that to be true, what else is more deserving of 

our hope?



The season of advent is marked by a wonderful mystery.

 

The

 

season itself grows colder and the days shorter, and yet as we ap-

proach celebrating Christmas the time together seems warmer and 

the celebrations longer.

 

This paradox is an interesting example of 

what we hope for.

In Romans 4:18, Paul uses a peculiar phrase. He says that Abraham

 

hoped against hope. What does that mean? Romans 4:19 says, “He 

did not weaken in faith when he considered his own body, which

 

was as good as dead (since he was about a hundred years old).” 

When Abraham was so old that the only thing he should have been 

naturally expecting was death, he expected new life in his life.

Why was Abraham looking forward to the birth of a son when all 

conventional wisdom says he should have had no such hope? Be-

cause his faith was not based on conventional wisdom but on the 

promise of God. His hope in what God promised was stronger than 

all his other expectations.

The birth of Isaac to Abraham and Sarah points to the ultimate pic-

ture of One who would be born to bring joy. Jesus was born to ful-
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fill the great promises that God made to His people. Jesus brings

 

joy to those who should have no reason to hope. Each day we get 

closer to the day of our death. But we hope against that expecta-

tion, for in Christ we hope for eternal life. Like Abraham, we hope

 

against hope, trusting in the Promises of our God and awaiting the 

arrival of our Joy.



A pretty, nervous, dark-haired, 13 year-old girl sat across from me

 

in my office on the loveseat, her hands fidgeting, as she told of the 

sadness and loneliness that shadowed her. I observed that she had

 

partially healed cuts on her arms. I asked, in order to better under-

stand her, “What do you hope will happen in your future?” She

 

took a deep breath, shook her head and said, “Nothing. I don’t

 

think I have a future.”

Profound despair had invaded her, fueled by the years of mistreat-

ment by those who should have loved and protected her. This is not

 

uncommon. When loss, trauma, and pain become our reality, they

 

can steal our focus and leave us disheartened. Such dismay can

 

lead to ruminations of ending the struggles permanently. Holidays 

can be especially difficult, when life seems to move forward at an
 

exciting and joyful pace for others, but is like cold, sharp blades, 

pricking our open wounds that are filled with grief.

While most of us will experience “dark nights of the soul,” we do 

not have to dwell there. When our feelings tell us to give up, we 

have to rest on what we know. We know that God has provided us 

with promises. We know that this life is not all there is.

Hope for
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We know that God loves us, and, in His love and mercy, He pro-

vides us with hope for the future.

During this holiday season, we can have peace in knowing that 

Jesus, in order to redeem us from our sins and bring us to Him, 

came in human form to be the sacrifice that could restore us as 

children of God. This truth, Jesus, gives us hope beyond anything

 

this world can provide. If we seek and trust Him we will find Him, 

and in Him we find life, not just for now, but for eternity.

We are not promised freedom from suffering on this earth. We are, 

however, promised help to sustain us through that suffering and we

 

are promised a glorious future, if we choose to surrender ourselves 

and accept Him as Lord. This is a daily task of conscious surrender 

and of humbling ourselves to commit to living Holy lives. Have 

you surrendered today? Make this the time to confess the lack of 

hope that you have felt and accept the grace and mercy of His 

promises to you.



Especially at Christmas we hear ‘Peace on earth, good will to
 

men’. But how do we find peace in this fallen world? Real peace, 

not just when things are going well in our lives.

Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you 

as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not
 

be afraid.  - John 14:27

From June 2017 through June 2019, my life had several traumatic 

events. It started when I was diagnosed with Melanoma skin
 

cancer. Six months later, my husband was bleeding internally from 

a hematoma that burst in his abdomen. He was not expected to 

live. Six months after that he was in a motorcycle accident which
 

caused a traumatic brain injury (TBI). One year later, my youngest 

son died very suddenly and unexpectedly. Sometimes I look back 

and wonder how I got through it all. But I know the One who is in 

control and I know He loves me.

Peace on
THIS Earth?
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So what is peace for a Christian? We all want peace of mind, no 

stress, enjoying our life and feeling ‘peaceful’. But there is trouble 

in this fallen world. And unlike worldly peace, which is usually

 

defined by the absence of conflict or stress, the peace that Jesus 

was talking about is through the work of the Holy Spirit. This 

peace is confident assurance in any circumstance. Trusting God to

 

provide what we need even if what we need is strength and cour-

age to walk through the valley. Our ways are not His ways but His 

way is always perfect. Trust in His character and know that He 

loves you and will always be with you.

If your life is full of stress, allow the Holy Spirit to fill you with 

Christ’s deep and lasting peace.



The great evangelist, Billy Graham, wrote a small pamphlet many 

years ago called, “Steps to Peace with God”, a booklet that ex-

plained how a person could really know the Living God of the Uni-

verse. What a thought that a person could truly know God and as a 

result, really be at peace with Him. Millions of those pamphlets 

have gone out all over the world in many languages, and millions

 

have discovered that peace that comes only through a relationship 

with Jesus Christ.

But what is in the heart of man that makes him desire a relationship 

with God? Billy used to call it a “heart-shaped” vacuum that all of 

us were born with. I can’t explain the reason for why I had that 

yearning as a child to know God and the peace that only He could
 

give me, but I do know that it was present; and it is still present 

today.

Just think, God chose to send His one and only Son as a small baby
 

in order to get to know us on a personal basis. Had it not been for 

that tiny baby in a manger one Christmas Eve, we would never 

have known peace. We would have never known how much God 

loves us, nor how much He wanted to save us.

Peace Comes
from Knowing God

by Dr. Andy Brockleman
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Back in ancient biblical times, Eliphaz, a friend of Job’s, gave 

some pretty good advice to his friend. He said, “Yield now and be 

at peace with Him; Thereby good will come to you. Please receive 

instruction from His mouth. And establish His words in your

 

heart.” (Job: 22:21-22)

You want to know real peace? Then yield to the Prince of Peace 

and establish His words in you. Read, meditate, memorize, and 

rely on them every day of your life.



During the Christmas season we focus on the birth of Christ. There 

are many words that remind us of this time of year but is peace 

truly one of them?

In Luke 12:22-31 Jesus teaches us an important lesson -

22 Then Jesus said to his disciples: “Therefore I tell you, do not 

worry about your life, what you will eat; or about your body, what 

you will wear. 23 For life is more than food, and the body more 

than clothes. 24 Consider the ravens: They do not sow or reap,
 

they have no storeroom or barn; yet God feeds them. And how 

much more valuable you are than birds! 25 Who of you by wor-

rying can add a single hour to your life[a]? 26 Since you cannot 

do this very little thing, why do you worry about the rest?

27 “Consider how the wild flowers grow. They do not labor or 

spin. Yet I tell you, not even Solomon in all his splendor was  

dressed like one of these. 28 If that is how God clothes the grass 

of the field, which is here today, and tomorrow is thrown into the 

fire, how much more will he clothe you—you of little faith!

Ultimate
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29 And do not set your heart on what you will eat or drink; do not

 

worry about it. 30 For the pagan world runs after all such things, 

and your Father knows that you need them. 31 But seek his king-

dom, and these things will be given to you as well.

In this passage, Jesus reminds us we are not to be anxious about

 

anything. This has been a challenging task over the past two years. 

It is tough to be at peace as our world suffers through a pandemic 

and our country seemingly falls further from Christ every day.

 

How do we not worry? This season for our family has been frus-

trating but fruitful. God has certainly shown us that we are not in 

control. Although we like a plan, it is simply a place to start. Our

 

lives can change forever with one phone call or text.

In this passage, Jesus reminds us specifically about not being anx-

ious about physical things. He proves himself faithful time and 

again. By placing our faith fully in him, this should bring a peace 

that He has got it. This Christmas season, I challenge you to not 

only have peace like Jesus discusses here in Luke, but be reminded 

why He came in the first place. Jesus is the ultimate peacemaker. 

In Romans 6:23, it reminds us that “the wages of sin are death.” 

Jesus took our place and took the debt that we deserve. He pro-

vides the ultimate peace when we fully trust in that promise.



Webster defines faith as 1) an unquestioning belief in God. 2) com-

plete confidence or trust.

I learned early in life that faith in earthly things, even one’s par-

ents, can sometimes be misguided. As a child I had periods of feel-

ing lonely, especially at night, lying in bed and then I made a new

 

friend the first day of fifth grade. His dad was an ordained deacon, 

and I was invited to attend church with them. I did not know it at 

the time, but my life was about to change in a way I could never 

have imagined. I quickly realized that I had never been alone, that 

Jesus was always there, and I have never felt alone again.

It took a few years before my faith strengthened enough for me to
 

ask Him into my heart, but I accepted His love and forgiveness at 

the age of sixteen. After being drafted at nineteen I joined the Air 

Force and stopped attending church. I was discharged in less than a 

year due to medical reasons but when I came home, I just got on 

with my life. I still had faith in God but not with the same enthusi-

asm. Now I know that even though my faith in God wavered at this 

point in my life His faith in me remained the same.

Peace Through
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A few years later after my son was born his mother suggested that 

we attend church as a family. It was not long until I was fully

 

involved in all the activities of the church. Teaching Sunday 

school, choir member, leader of the RAs and on a few committees. 

My faith was tested again when my marriage ended in divorce, and 

it was hard on our eight-year-old son. But a few months later God 

brought Ruth into my life, and we have been together for thir-

ty-eight years. We attended her home church for thirteen years but

 

to be closer to home we joined Mount Pleasant in 1996. Again, I 

became involved in many aspects of church life including becom-

ing an ordained deacon.

After several years teaching an adult class I started teaching in the 

children’s department in 2011 and I cannot fully explain how much 

God has blessed me all these years. I try to impress upon the chil-

dren how important our faith in the Lord truly is. It is the driving

 

force that guides the believer’s walk with Jesus. As Webster wrote, 

faith is an unquestioning belief in God. Amen!



In my nearly 40 years as a registered nurse, I had often remarked to

 

my co-workers, “We could write a book!” What a true statement 

concerning human frailties, differences, and reactions to changes in

 

our lives. You could say I’ve seen the best and worst in human 

responses - tearful joy with the birth of a newborn child versus 

anger to a fearful diagnosis. I have had the privilege of praying 

with patients, and over extremely ill patients, as well as with

 

family members.

In 2011 roles became reversed as I anxiously sat in a room await-

ing the results of a biopsy done the previous week.  As the nurse 

practitioner gave my husband and me the news, the one word that 

echoed throughout my mind was “cancer, cancer, cancer.” It is 

amazing how one word can wreak havoc in your world. Earle had
 

prayed with me prior to going into the office and again after return-

ing to our car.  Now I had become the fearful patient - one that 

wanted to “bargain” with God. “There’s no family history,” “Why 

me Lord?!”

That night as I continued to pray, I finally drifted off in a fitful 

sleep. I awakened the next day with the same six letter word-

Peace in the
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in the forefront of my mind. But then I “heard” - very clearly

 

although nothing audible, “Be still and know that I am God'' 

(Psalms 46:10).

These were not words I had memorized but I knew they had come 

from One source - words spoken to my troubled soul. How hum-

bled I felt, knowing that the Creator of the Universe loved this 

sinner, a child saved by His grace, enough to calm my fears and 

show me He is faithful in all areas of my life! Later I found out that 

the Hebrew phrase “be still” actually means to “let go” or “surren-

der.” That put a whole new meaning to this verse (now my life 

verse) rather than to just “be quiet.”

During this Christmas season, please stop and remember to be still 

and let go in order to truly know the One that loves us most! Let us 

find peace in His greatest gift. 



The entirety of God’s Word revolves around and points to the 

Prince of Peace. It starts in Eden, where man and God walk and 

talk together and peace reigns. Then sin enters the world, and ev-

erything changes in an instant.

Earthly peace is shattered, so “…the LORD God sent him out from 

the garden of Eden to work the ground from which he was taken. 

He drove out the man…and placed the cherubim and a flaming 

sword that turned every way to guard the way to the tree of life” 

Genesis 3:23-24.

But God, in His infinite mercy, makes a way so mankind can again
 

have access to Perfect Peace. “To us a Child is born, to us a Son is 

given…and His name will be called…Prince of Peace” Isaiah 9:6.

Not only does God promise the Prince of Peace; He also makes a 

way for us. In Isaiah 26:3-4, “You (Jesus) will keep him (mankind) 

in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on You, because he trusts in 

You. Trust in the LORD forever, for…the LORD, is everlasting 

strength.”

Perfect
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When we put all our focus, all our trust, all our security in Christ 

alone, we will have God’s promised peace. Maybe a little easier 

said than done…

Jesus tells His disciples in John 16:33, “…that in Me you may 

have peace. In the world you will have tribulation; but be of good 

cheer, I have overcome the world.”

Wait a minute? If I am guaranteed the tribulation of John 16, I also 

want to be guaranteed the peace of Isaiah 26. How do I do that? 

While all believers are offered peace by Jesus in John 16, not all 

take it. Why not? While I am wrestling for control, trying all my 

own solutions, or making all my own plans, I am not “staying” in

 

Jesus. I am not “trusting” in Jesus. I do not have perfect peace on

 

earth because I am not resting in Christ alone. I am not allowing

 

the Prince of Peace total control of all the details and plans in my 

life.

We want the blessing part of the perfect peace God promises in

 

Isaiah 26 without the obedience part of our minds being “stayed 

on” Christ and our full “trust in the Lord forever.” We want Him to
 

do His part without us first doing our part. Believer, believe! Be-

lieve God’s promises and take them at face value. Stay, trust, 

rest….when we do these things, we have peace in Jesus.



After sin entered the world and defiled God’s perfect peace on 

earth, God placed an angel with a flaming sword to guard Eden and

 

the Tree of Life. But He did so knowing a day would come when 

He and man would once again live in perfect peace. In heaven, the 

tree of life will no longer be a reminder of sin and a broken rela-

tionship. Instead, it will be a constant and everlasting sign we are 

forgiven, healed, and living in perfect peace with the Prince of 

Peace.

Revelation 22:1-4 “Then the angel showed me the river of the 

water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and 

of the Lamb through the middle of the street of the city; also, on 

either side of the river, the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, 

yielding its fruit each month. The leaves of the tree were for the 

healing of the nations. No longer will there be anything accursed, 

but the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and his ser-

vants will worship him. They will see His face, and his name will 

be on their foreheads.”

Revelation 22:20 “…Surely I am coming soon…” Can I get an
 

Amen?!



“But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in

her heart.”

 

Luke 2: 19

A little boy was watching a butterfly coming out of its chrysalis. 

The boy noticed the butterfly really struggling to get out and decid-

ed to help it. He found a pair of scissors and cut the chrysalis, free-

ing the butterfly.

 
The butterfly, free from its toil, looked beautiful 

but could not fly.

 
The boy told his grandfather what happened and 

asked him to help. The grandfather replied, “Oh son, the butterfly 

will not be able to fly.
 

The process of the butterfly struggling to get 

out of the chrysalis is what helps him develop the strength in its 

wings to fly. Without that time of struggle, it could not fully devel-

op.”

Just as the butterfly needed the struggle to fully develop, we as 

humans must endure struggles as well, to become all that God cre-

ated us to be.

Mary, the Mother of Jesus, had to endure hardship, suffering, and 

struggles. From the time the angel told her she was carrying the- 

Peace in the
Struggle

by Amy Meadows

LUKE 2:19



Son of God, until the time she saw Him hanging on the cross, she 

faced struggles, grief and pain in service to Him; to honor and obey

 

the Father’s will. But Mary had a perfect peace. Why? Because she 

trusted Yahweh. Was it easy? No, but she trusted His plan.

We can have that peace as well, by trusting God with the struggles 

He allows to come our way. It is not always easy, but if we remem-

ber the chrysalis, the fact that God created butterflies to purposely

 

have to go through struggles to fully form, we can know that our 

Creator has a plan for us, whom He loves greater than all of His 

creation.

Father, even when life includes pain, hardship, and struggle, 

help me to be at peace and trust You to bring me through it, 

knowing it is the only way I will ever be all that You created me to 

be.



When I was a child, I wanted to learn to ride a horse. This was not 

something I could learn to do by just reading about it. I needed to

 

see it modeled for me. I needed to watch and learn from others. 

Then I needed to practice it over and over. So many things in life 

we learn by example and action. Learning how to love others is not 

excluded. We catch a glimpse of the way God loves us in this 

well-known passage, “For God so loved the world that he gave 

his only son…”  John 3:16.

Before I became a parent myself, I could not begin to understand 

the depth of God’s sacrifice…the sacrifice of giving his son. His 

only son. My selfish heart still has a hard time with it. Sure…you 

could argue that he knew the end of the story, but he also knew the 

in-between: the suffering and separation, all that his son would go 

through.

God demonstrates what love is in this act of giving. The not hold-

ing back, no strings attached kind of love. This is love: that God
 

did not withhold from us the One who could save, but he gave. 

This is love: that this gift is offered to us all without partiality and 

without cost.

This is
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We have an incredibly generous God. Let us learn to love others 

with this same generosity. Let us not love selfishly or with strings 

attached. Let us love without partiality. Let us follow the example 

of God the Father and then let us practice this love to others over 

and over again.

Thank you, Father, for loving the world so much that you gave 

us your only son.



As we look at this section of scripture, and we think about love, 

what Is love, is it nice gestures, is it commitment? Thinking of 

writing this, I think back to my childhood of going camping with

 

my family.

I happened to wake up early one morning and the highlight of my 

day camping was going to the pool, so being up early, I crawled up

 

next to my mother carefully waking her and in the sweetest voice I 

could, said, “Mommy, I love you.” She thought this was so nice 

and after a few moments of smiling in silence, I followed up my 

nice statement with, “Can we go to the pool!?”

At that time, I was trying to use the wording to get what I wanted. 

Love is not just a phrase that we just throw around or use for our
 

own selfish gain. God is love, if we know God, we know what love
 

is.

The world as we see today comes forth and wants to define what 

love is by it being patient, kind, and by commitment. All of these 

are correct, but if we don’t first know God we don’t have a refer-

ence from where these attributes of Love come from. That all-
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these things we use to describe love actually came from the one

 

who is love. (1 John 4:8) God is love and as we come to know 

God, we then know what Love is and where these attributes come

 

from. That patience, kindness, commitment, sacrificial love and all 

other good attributes that we know and can learn in 1 Corinthians 

13.

The example of this is clearly put for us in verse 10, “Love Con-

sists in this; not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent 

his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins.” It is not our defini-

tion of Love but rather our understanding of who God is and his 

example of Love.

We can also see that Jesus lays out the example of Love in John 

15:13, “No one has greater Love than this: to lay down his life for 

his friends.”

11-12

Since we know God is love we can experience his love if we 

accept him as our savior. We then should share this. (Verse 11) As
 

we share this with others his love is shown through us to the world.

As we consider this in the time of joy and peace all around us, and
 

we consider the time with our loved ones, let's first reflect on-



what God has done for us. Remember this season, that Jesus came 

as fully man and fully God, born in a manger of all places, not in a 

fancy place, but a humble place. That our Savior was born into this 

world to be the mediator between us and God that through that we 

know who He is and how He is love. That we can remain in Him

 

(vs 12) and know He is who He says He is. That Jesus is the Son of 

God and that gives us the definition of love that we didn’t deserve 

it and couldn’t earn it, but God gave up his one and only Son that 

we might be able to have access to Him.

May we know God Is Love and Love others as He has shown us.



What first comes to mind when thinking about a life that is pleas-

ing to God is… living like Christ, worshiping Him with every 

aspect of my life, serving others selflessly…

What about love? I hear about love in almost every sermon, sing

 

about it in every worship song, and tell my parents and friends of 

my love for them. But what does Paul, or more importantly Christ, 

have to say about love?

As Christians, our greatest commandment is love; to love (with all 

our heart, soul, and mind) the Father, and then our neighbor as our-

selves. This doesn’t mean loving only on days that we feel good, or 

only loving the people close to us. As a whole, we are called to

 

“love one another with brotherly affection” and “outdo one another 

in showing honor.” (Rom. 10)  This kind of love and honor means 

to show your concerns for one another above yourself and without 

counting the cost to you. This is genuine love (Rom. 9).

Genuine love cannot be rooted in evil; it is only rooted in good. We 

should be clinging to everything that is good and abhorring what is 

evil. “Abhor” is a strong word. To abhor is to regard with- 
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disgust and hatred; it makes sense to regard evil in this way. We

 

cannot cling to what is evil while also clinging to what is good.

 

Those that try only manage a fickle kind of love of which is unau-

thentic and most certainly not pleasing to God.

In the following passages after Romans 12:9-10, Paul gives us 

clear instructions and examples on how to live a life full of genuine

 

love. And what a better time to live out these instructions—rejoic-

ing and weeping with one another, serving, pursuing hospitality,
 

living peaceably and humbly, and being overcome with
 

good—than during this time of Advent season.

From a young age, I have been told the story of Christ’s birth. 

However, I didn’t quite comprehend what it meant for God to send
 

his only Son down to earth until I grew older (and a little bit 

wiser). This gift of His Son is the ultimate example of Love. 

During His time on earth, Jesus didn’t simply befriend a few
 

people and go on His merry way. He formed deep relationships, 

taught God’s Word, and sacrificially gave His own life for every
 

person who believes in Him, all so we could have the tiniest 

glimpse of Father’s Love for us.



“And love will hold us together Make us a shelter to weather the 

storm And I'll be my brother's keeper So the whole world will 

know that we're not alone”

Matt Maher, “Hold Us Together”



NOTE: Advent is the period of four Sundays before Christmas - 

Advent means 'Coming’ i.e. the coming of Jesus into the world –

 

the four Sundays and weeks of Advent are to prepare and remem-

ber the real meaning of Christmas.

LOVE

When preparing for the celebration of the birth of Jesus Christ, we 

find our hearts and minds are instinctively prompted toward love, 

and to be loving – believers often find themselves reflecting on a 

familiar passage, “For God so loved the world, that he gave his 

only begotten Son…”

To love, and to be loving can feel effortless and uncomplicated in 

the comfort of our (often) compartmentalized lives – meaning, to
 

love our close friends and family, our church connections, neigh-

bors, classmates, co-workers, etc… - showing love and embracing 

these acquaintances are undeniably important and a critical part of 

our Christian lives.

Love
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It’s also important to remember, we are also commanded to love 

and be loving to those outside of our safe, familiar, comfortable 

lives – Jesus is our example in all things - He always loved those 

beyond the safe circles of acceptable cultures, religious influences 

of the day, and social intolerances.

Mark 2:16-17 – “When the teachers of the law who were Pharisees 

saw him eating with the sinners and tax collectors, they asked his 

disciples: Why does he eat with tax collectors and sinners? On 

hearing this, Jesus said to them, “It is not the healthy who need a 

doctor, but the sick. I have not come to call the righteous, but sin-

ners.”

During this season of advent, perhaps our prayer could be that we 

can dig deeper into our reserves of love, kindness, and caring for 

those beyond the low hanging fruit of our familiar comfort zones.

This will take courage and reliance on the Holy Spirit to guide us 

into new and often challenging environments.

This will take prayer and trust in Biblical principles of “love for 

others.”

This will be obedience to the commands, and the example of Jesus 

Christ, our Lord and Savior.



GOD loves you with an everlasting love, which flows out from the 

depths of eternity. Before you were born, he knew you. Ponder the 

awesome mystery of a love that encompasses you from before 

birth to beyond the grave.

Unconditional love is such a radical concept that even the most 

devoted followers fail to grasp it fully. Absolutely nothing in 

heaven or on earth can cause GOD to stop loving you.

Modern man has lost the perspective of eternity to distract the 

gaping jaws of death, he engages in ceaseless activity and amuse-

ment, feeling more love when they are performing according to

 

their expectations. But GOD’s love for you is perfect, therefore it is 

not subject to variation.

The practice of being still in GOD’s presence is almost a lost art, 

yet it is that very stillness that enables you to experience his eternal 

love. You need the certainty of his loving presence in order to

 

weather the storms of life. The ultimate protection against things 

during life’s storms is devoting time to develop your friendship and 

personal relationship with GOD.

 

Everlasting
Love

by Felicia Bush

LAMENTATIONS 3:22-26



Because of the LORD’s great love we are not consumed, for his 

compassion never fail. They are new every morning, great is your

 

faithfulness. I say to myself, "The LORD is my portion; therefore 

I will wait for him." The LORD is good to those whose hope is in

 

him, to the one who seeks him; it is good to wait quietly for the 

salvation of the LORD.  - Lamentations 3:22-26 

As the year draws to a close, receive his peace. This is still your 

deepest need, and Jesus your Prince of Peace long to pour himself

 

into your neediness. His abundance and your emptiness are a per-

fect match.

Thank God for his peaceful presence, regardless of your feelings. 

Whisper his name in loving tenderness. His peace, which lives 

continually in your spirit, will gradually work its way through your 

entire being... Isaiah 9:6 “For to us a child is born, to us a son is 

given, and the government will be on his shoulders, and he will be 

called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty GOD, Everlasting Father,

 

Prince of Peace.



Two Christmases ago I read an Advent devotional book, Come

 

Thou Long Expected Jesus, that has significantly changed the way

 

that I view Christmastime. There were many readings that gripped 

me but one in particular is forever etched in my mind. In his arti-

cle, Tabernacled Among Us, John Ryan quotes John Donne in The

 

Book of Uncommon Prayers, “The whole of Christ’s life was a 

continual passion; others die martyrs, but Christ was born a martyr.

 

He found a Golgotha, where he was crucified, even in Bethlehem, 

where he was born; for to his tenderness then the straws were 

almost as sharp as the thorns after, and the manger as uneasy at 

first as the cross at last. His birth and his death were but one con-

tinual act, and his Christmas Day and his Good Friday are but the 

evening and the morning of one and the same day. From the crèche 

to the cross is an inseparable line. Christmas only points forward to
 

Good Friday and Easter. It can have no meaning apart from that, 

where the Son of God displayed his glory by his death.”

As many times as I have read that excerpt, I still cry every single 

time. As Christians, we know that God’s greatest display of love
 

for us was the gift of his son, Jesus, but in today’s world, even that 

gift has been watered down and softened to the point that it is easy
 

Awe-Inspiring
Love

by Kristen Grizzard

EPHESIANS 2:4-5



to miss the full awe-inspiring event that it was-and still is. Some-

times we tend to focus more on a sweet baby and even romanticize 

the scene. We forget that hay is not soft but is actually sharp and 

crunchy. Stables are dirty, smelly, and definitely not designed for 

human comfort, much less for labor and childbirth.

There is a popular Christian song that speaks about the “reckless 

love” of Jesus. The song stirred up controversy because some 

people did not like Jesus being described as reckless. What I think
 

the writer was trying to convey is that Jesus’ love for us seems 

reckless when we view it through our scope of human emotion. 

When Jesus could have chosen any other way imaginable to come
 

and dwell among us, he chose to be born to a young, poor, inexpe-

rienced girl in less than desirable conditions. He came to this earth
 

fully knowing that he was going to be hated, betrayed, beaten, and 

sent to die on that cross for us. His birth was not something that 

happened to Him. It was His choice and part of the plan that was 

His design. Who does that? Who makes the choice to suffer and die 

for people that take Him and His great love for granted over and 

over again? Our Jesus did. In our human minds, that kind of love is 

hard to grasp.

Ephesians 2: 4 & 5 says “But because of his great love for us, God,  
who is rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ even when we 

were dead in transgressions- it is by grace you have been saved.”



While we throw the word and concept of love around casually in 

our conversations and in our lives, we need the reminder that 

Jesus’ love is a different experience altogether. One hundred per-

cent man and one hundred percent God, Jesus is the embodiment

 

of love, mercy, and grace. His love is the reason that we are saved

 

and why we owe Him everything.



Of all that could be said about God, perhaps the most foundational 

truth of all is that He is love. Love isn’t just something that he 

does. As John states, “God is love” (1 John 4:8). We can see the 

love of God in many places throughout the story of God’s people 

in Scripture, but maybe most clearly seen in that He gave Himself 

to us in his Son. And in doing so, Jesus invited us into the most 

complete, beautiful, and eternally satisfying experience possible - 

the knowledge and enjoyment of God himself.

Although God’s love can be discussed in many ways, Jesus dying 

to glorify the Father is the love of God in its saving form. So, Jesus 

is demonstrating His love for us when He prays in John 17:1-5, 

“Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son that the Son may  

glorify you, since you have given him authority over all flesh, to 

give eternal life to all whom you have given him. And this is eter-

nal life, that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ 

whom you have sent. I glorified you on earth, having accom-

plished the work that you gave me to do. And now, Father, glorify 

me in your own presence with the glory that I had with you  
before the world existed.”

Eternal
Satisfaction

by Robbie Riggs

JOHN 17:1



Every day we toil in our own strength in what can seem like a 

fruitless hamster wheel, but Jesus is asking the Father to give us 

that one experience that alone can satisfy our souls forever. Be-

cause seeing and savoring and being satisfied with the glory and 

majesty of God is the most loving thing God could ever do for us. 

And for the Christian, that is our purpose in life, the thing God

 

created us to do and what Jesus has redeemed us for— to glorify

 

God and enjoy Him forever.





mpbclife.com


